Some people want to know how to get started in reading about theology. Here is a brief list of books we would recommend to get you going…..

For an overall textbook of Theology, you can’t do much better than:

Alister McGrath: Christian Theology: An Introduction (4th Edition) Blackwells, Oxford, 2006)

Good background reading…
1. A History of the World
Patricia S. Daniels and Stephen G. Hyslop: Almanack of World History, National Geographic
 
E. Gombrich, A Little History of the World, Yale University Press, 2005
 
J.M. Roberts, New Penguin History of the World, Penguin, 2007
 
H.G. Wells, A Short History of the World, Penguin, 1922, reprinted 2000
 
2. A History of Israel
 
A Biblical History of Israel by Iain Provan, V. Phillips Long & Tremper Longman III, published by Westminster John Knox Press, Louisville Kentucky, 2003.

 
3. An Introduction to Jesus studies
Gerd Theissen, The Shadow of the Galilean, SCM, 2001
 
4. A History of the New Testament
 
Ben Witherington, New Testament History, Baker Academic, 2001
 
5. A History of New Testament Interpretation
Stephen Neill and Tom Wright, The Interpretation of the New Testament 1861-1986, Oxford Paperbacks, 1986
6. A History of the Church
 
Owen Chadwick, A History of Christianity, Weidenfeld Nicolson Illustrated, 1997
 
7. A History of Philosophy
 
Jostein Gaardner, Sophie’s World: A Novel about the History of Philosophy, Phoenix, 1996
 
8. An Introduction to Systematic Theology
 
Hans Urs von Balthasar, Credo, T & T Clark, Edinburgh, 1990/2000
 
Alexander Schmemann, Celebration of Faith, Sermons, Vol. 1, I Believe, St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 1991
 
Karl Barth, Credo, Wipf and Stock, 2005
Some classic texts that have shaped Christian thought:

 Eusebius: A history of the Church (the first account of the early story of the Church includes graphic descriptions of the persecutions. Available in the Penguin Classics Series)
 
Athanasius: on the Incarnation (A Classic Early Defence of the Full Divinity of Christ) 
St Augustine: Confessions (the best edition is in paperback, the OUP edition edited by Henry Chadwick) 
St Anselm, Why a God Became Man (A classic text which set the tone for western theology's understanding of the cross for a long time)
 
Thomas à Kempis, The Imitation of Christ (A widely-read classic of late-medieval spiritual writing) 
Martin Luther – A useful 1-volume edition is edited by Timothy Lull and called Martin Luther's Basic Theological Writings, published by Fortress Press Minneapolis 1989. 

Blaise Pascal, Les Pensées
