
This past year has been an exciting time for St Paul’s Theological Centre.  In September 
of 2007 we became part of St Mellitus College a new training institution aiming to 
strengthen the mission of the church in London and beyond.  I was invited to become 
the first Dean of St Mellitus College and SPTC is now working closely with the North 
Thames Ministerial Training Course to offer a wide range of training in theology and 
mission.  This means that we now have an exciting number of ordinands training for ministry in the Church of 
England with a particular focus on Church planting.  It also means we can train independent students for 
different ministries in the church.  If you were to visit us on a Monday morning you would see 120 students, 
some of them Anglican ordinands some of them lay students, all eagerly listening to teaching, discussing 
theological ideas and learning together how to relate their theology to their ministry.

We have also been busy developing our Saturday School of Theology and filming a number of elements of 
that course so that it can be used as a resource for churches around the world and news of this can be 
found elsewhere in this newsletter.

We have been excited to see the ministry grow over the last 3 years.  We now have more students on our 
courses than ever before and have been deeply grateful for the way in which doors have opened for us to 
strengthen the church in so many different ways.  We do hope this news letter will inspire you with what is 
happening here at SPTC and stimulate you to pray for God’s ongoing blessing on our work here so that the 
church can grown and God’s kingdom be established.

With best wishes 
Graham Tomlin
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SPTC Director appointed

Last summer St Paul©s Theological Centre appointed a new Director, the Revd Dr Andy Emerton. 
Following Graham Tomlin©s appointment as the first Dean of St Mellitus College, Andy has been 
appointed to work under Graham in overseeing the work of SPTC, especially the ordination training 
course here, which is part of St Mellitus. Andy studied in York, Oxford and Cambridge, has degrees in 
Maths and Theology as well as a doctorate in Theoretical Physics from Oxford University. He has worked 
for several years in a church in Guildford, trained for Anglican ministry at Ridley Hall in Cambridge, has 
extensive experience in youth work, and comes to SPTC from being curate at Holy Trinity Brompton, 
where he oversaw the work and development of over 50 pastorate groups at the heart of the church.  
Andy is married to Liz and they have 2 sons, Benjamin and Sebastian. 

New Tutor 
in New Testament Studies

SPTC has appointed Chris Tilling as its new Tutor in New Testament Studies to teach across the whole 
of St Mellitus College. Chris has studied at St Andrew’s University and London School of Theology and is 
finishing off a doctorate under Max Turner in Pauline Christology. He was previously based in Germany, 
has been a regular contributor to the English-German Colloquium in New Testament in Tübingen, has 
written several articles on aspects of New Testament studies, and has translated many others from 
German into English. He is the author of a very popular theology blog site entitled ‘Chrisendom’ 
(http://www.christilling.de/blog/ctblog.html).
Chris is married to Anja, and enjoys golf, football and snooker.



Courses update
Ordination Training… we now have 34 men and women studying at SPTC for 
ordination within the Church of England

Monday Theology (accreditation)... this is exciting news for students who wish 
to study for a certificate, diploma or BA in Contextual theology.  The course is 
accredited by Middlesex University and offered through St Mellitus College.  
Please see our brochures for course details or the website for further details.

School of Theology… the 2008 / 2009 School of Theology started on Saturday 4th October 2008 with a 
brilliant lecture by Jeremy Begbie.  Jeremy is the Thomas A. Langford Research Professor at Duke Divinity 
School, Duke University and is known for his writing and lecturing in theology and known for his exploration 
of the relationship between theology and the arts.  In September 1997 he founded the Theology Through 
the Arts project, whose primary aim is "to discover and demonstrate ways in which the arts can contribute 
towards the renewal of Christian theology". He spoke on ©Enjoying the Feast…© looking at what theology is, 

theology in action and theology in interaction.  One of the students said ©Jeremy Begbie
really challenged my way of looking at theology, showing me different models of 
understanding the Trinity that I had never thought of before. The lecture was really 
engaging and it was great to meet other people, some from different churches, and 
discuss our views openly©.  The Archbishop of Canterbury (pictured) was also a recent 
speaker at SOT.  This year there are 183 students on the different tracks of the School of 
Theology (Bible Track, Faith Track and Life Track).

Upcoming events
Apologetics Study Day - We are very excited to announce that SPTC are joining together 
with The Zacharias Trust (www.zactrust.org) to hold an Apologetics study day.  This will be 
on the 9th May 2009 at St Paul’s Church, Onlow Square, London SW7 3NX. There will be 
an exciting line up of speakers including Amy Orr-Ewing (pictured) and Michael Ramsden.
More details will follow, but save the date!

We are also planning a major conference on the Theology of the Holy Spirit on May 26th 2009 at Lambeth 
Palace.  Archbishop Rowan Williams and Professor Alister McGrath have already agreed to speak, along 
with Dr Graham Tomlin. Other speakers are being invited so look at our website for details as they emerge.

Prayer
‘So we pray because we were made for prayer and God draws us out by breathing 
Himself in.’ P.T. Forsyth, The Soul of Prayer

We really appreciate and need your support and none of what we do is possible 
without God.  Please can you pray for all you read in this news letter and for the 
aims of SPTC:

• Lay Training: to provide training in theology and Christian practice for lay people in HTB and beyond.
We aim to provide resources for lay people in HTB and other churches that will raise the level of theological 
understanding amongst lay leaders in church and society. 
• Ordination Training: to establish new pathways for Church Leadership Training.  
We are looking to help develop church-based ordination training, so that ordinands and other Christian 
leaders can combine access to theological excellence in teaching with practical involvement in local church 
life.
• Developing theological resources: to offer theological resources for pastors throughout the world. 
Just as the Alpha Course was developed in HTB and spread from here, we hope to help make it possible for 
any local church to run their own theological training by making the resources we have here available to 
other churches elsewhere in the world.
• Support HTB & Alpha: to be a theological resource for the growth of both HTB & Alpha. 
SPTC aims to provide theological guidance for both HTB and Alpha, as they grow and develop. 



Student Interview – Michael Crowne

Describe yourself in 3 words… Bouncy, Smoothie-addict, Single

Why have you chosen to do a degree in Contextual Theology at SPTC?
The reason that I wanted to do the degree with St Paul’s was because I think it is so important to get a 
deeper understanding of Christianity and of the Christian faith. But I’m not the academic type and so 
much so that I could spell F.U.D.G.E. with my G.C.S.E results! So I really didn’t want to do this course 
but I guess that’s where the faith aspect comes in and I would much rather struggle and wrestle with this 
course and be able to impact this world than settle for a simple 9-5. To be in love with Jesus is not 
enough but to strive daily to learn more about him in a deep and meaningful way and his kingdom is 
when the true transformation of me and of the society that I live in will happen. And that is the reason 
that I did this course. 
What have been your highlights on the course so far?
The highlights have to be the standard of the lecturing which is amazing and also the banter between my 
fellow class mates and other students.
What would you say to others thinking of taking this course?
I would recommend anyone to do this course. My question to you would be why not? Honestly why? 
There are so many positives to it. 

Student Interview – Mike Tufenell

Describe yourself in 3 words…Hopeful, Passionate, Unfinished

Why have you chosen to train for ordination at SPTC?
Because it allowed me to be involved in the ministry I felt called to with the Students at Holy Trinity 
Brompton. Having already been involved with student work, I had also become acutely aware of both the 
gaps and the connections between society and church, the course at SPTC encouraged me to explore 
these gaps and connections and prayerfully seek effective models and values for the communities or 
churches I hope to serve by leading in the future.
What have been your highlights on the course so far?
Too many to list…the quality of the teaching is (almost always!) of a very high standard, the fellowship of 
the fellow students. Oh, and playing football with the boys at our residential weekends/weeks is another 
highlight! Not to mention all the fun of the student community at HTB.
What would you say to others thinking of taking this course?
©Come and see!© Pop along on a Monday and actually get a full flavour of the teaching and community for 
yourself. I©ve loved it and have no regrets. It©s challenging, at times exhausting, but hugely rewarding, 
much like any worthwhile endeavour reckon! Come and see.

Student Interview - Amy Pike

Describe yourself in 3 words… Blonde, Northern, 5©4"

Why have you chosen to study at SPTC's School of Theology?
I©ve never studied theology or theologians before and liked the idea of spending time getting to grips with 
some of the more confusing aspects of Christianity. It©s all very well having a faith but I wanted a broader 
understanding of what I had signed up to, both for myself and to be able to explain to friends. The talk, 
discussion, no written work structure is a big bonus.
What have been your highlights on the course so far?
The first talk giving an overview of theology and the theology of music by Jeremy Begbie was brilliant. 
You feel so clever, even though it©s only for a short period of time, when these theological greats are 
explaining such difficult concepts so cleverly. The food©s good too.
What would you say to others thinking of taking this course?
If you want to be challenged and grow in your faith then this is a good way to do it. It gives you the 
structure to look deeper into issues that sometimes look too complex to delve into on your own in a non-
pressurised environment. You can put as much into it as you want. I©m really enjoying it.



Godpod

Look out for new Godpods including the following guest speakers: 
Nigel Biggar, Regius Professor of Moral and Pastoral Theology, University of Oxford
Pete Grieg (pictured), one of the founders of the 24-7 Prayer movement and the 
Director of Prayer for Holy Trinity, Brompton in London. 

Discussing the burning issues of God, theology, life and much more, over an endless supply of coffee and 
biscuits! Previous podcasts include; 
Godpod 5 - on the Resurrection and New Creation 
Godpod 14 - on the Providence of God 
Godpod 19 - on Forgiveness, New Creation and Animals 
Godpod 28 - on the Sovereignty of God and Scripture 
Godpod 36 - guest speaker Andrew Walker, Professor of theology and education, King’s College London 

Book review by Chris Tilling, New Testament Tutor: The Quest for Paul’s Gospel 

The Quest for Paul©s Gospel: A Suggested Strategy (London: T & T Clark, 2005)
The Quest for Paul©s Gospel is an ingenious and innovative, if unusual, book. Rather 
ambitiously, Campbell attempts to sketch a ©grand strategic© plan for understanding 
Paul©s Gospel, an approach for understanding the Apostle©s thought in its entirety.
First, Campbell seeks to justify the necessity for such a grand-strategic thesis. 
Importantly, he defends himself against potential postmodern objections which would 
question the need to conceptualise and systematise an objective Gospel at all. 
Contrary to this, and other issues, Campbell believes his project is vital in recovering 
Paul©s theology for the church out of the hands of anti-theological readings most 
notoriously represented by Heikki Räisänen. Only by postulating a coherent Pauline 
understanding of ©Gospel© can the Apostle speak powerfully to and through the church 
today…

… I would end this review with a hearty recommendation. If you have recently discovered the salvation 
history model and/or have begun to feel that the justification by faith model does not square as well with 
Paul©s texts as you previously believed, then before you simply lock, stock and barrel accept the approach 
of, say, Wright or Dunn, give Campell’s ‘pneumatologically participatory martyrological eschatology’ model a 
hearing (even though that is a bit of a mouthful!). Not only has it much to offer the exegete in terms of 
insight, it has a tremendous amount of potential for wisely thinking through a variety of both theological and 
ethical matters.

To read this review in full please see http://www.christilling.de/blog/2008/08/book-review-quest-for-pauls-
gospel.html

New look website

Our website has had a revamp and we would love to know 
what you think of it!  Please have a look and get in touch with 
your comments and suggestions – http://sptc.htb.org.uk

FRIENDS of SPTC

The Friends of St Paul’s Theological Centre is a network of supports of the Centre.  The Friends are united 
in a passion for theology and growing the theological confidence of Christians here in the UK and around 
the world.  We like to keep our Friends informed of progress and key events at SPTC, and will organize 
special Friends’ events in the future.  If you would like to join the Friends (or if you would like to learn about 
supporting SPTC in other ways), please email us at sptc@htb.org.uk. 



INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Manila / filming and theological resources (by Jane Williams)

Graham, Mike and I flew to Manila in early September 2008 to give a short 
course of lectures on Christian Doctrine, and be filmed while we were doing it.  
The project was generously supported by Chuck and Deborah Royce of 
Greenwich CT, USA, who want to help us with the vision of making good quality, 
accessible Christian teaching more widely available throughout the world. With the expert technical help of 
Martin Bennett and Jo Soda from HTB, we now have on film a starter-course on the nature of God and his 
relationship with us and the world.

It was a real privilege to be able to deliver the material to a prayerful, helpful and intelligent audience in 
Manila. Some were local church people, and some had flown in specially from Thailand, Singapore and 
Hong Kong, just to laugh at Mike’s jokes.

High lights of the trip included: one of Graham’s lectures being interrupted by a mighty clap of thunder – no 
doubt a sign of God’s applause; Mike in make up; and a truly torrential flash-flood, through which Mike 
waded, and I was ferried in a rickshaw, while Graham sensibly stayed indoors for a meeting.

The trip produced not only some filmed material which we hope will have a wide use, but also the promise 
of an on-going partnership with Christians in Manila, who want to use the SPTC model for theological 
education for church planters in their country.

It was a special treat to hear Graham and Mike lecture: not only did I agree with their theology (!), but 
through the course of our lectures, I realised afresh how exciting our God is.

St. Paul's Theological Centre South Carolina Campus (by Andy Emerton)

We are very excited about the launch of the international pilot, our scheme of 
St. Paul©s Theological Centre.  We are currently working with a number of 
Alpha Churches in Charleston, South Carolina in the United States to trial the 
development of SPTC©s model of theological teaching and training in another 
part of the world.

The SPTC vision is both to ©have theology right at the heart of the local Church© but also to make available 
the teaching resources that we are developing in London both in the UK and around the world.  Its unique 
quality is the combination of excellence in theology and teaching within the context of vibrant local churches, 
rather than a seminary or university.

This has come together in an exciting way with this trial scheme in South Carolina.  A group of Churches 
has come together and they ran a ten week theological teaching course between September and December 
2008.  The evenings were based around the model of eating together, worshiping together, hearing some 
theological teaching and then having a small group discussion time.  The talks were done using a mixture of 
DVDs of recordings of speakers from SPTC London and also some local theologians in that area of the 
United States.  The course has run very successfully, the feedback has been very good.  So much so that 
the team over in Charleston are planning on running a second track this term (January - March 2009).  The 
course is going to be based on SPTC©s School of Theology Faithtrack using a set of DVDs that were 
recorded in Manila in September 2009.  The speakers are our very own Graham Tomlin, Jane Williams and 
Mike Lloyd.

For further information on how you can get involved in this vision and access 
these resources please contact sptc@htb.org.uk.


